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EDWARD HYDE, EARL OF CLARENDON (1609-74)

Clarendon's great History of the Rebellion^ the first really import-
ant English history of contemporary affairs, was begun in 1646,
when he was in the Channel Islands at the end of the first Civil
War. The orig. draft took the narrative up to the Battle of
Alresford in March 1644. In 1646 he also wrote an account of the
affair in the West to defend himself before the Prince's Council.
Between 1668 and 1670 he wrote a Life of himself, extending up to
1660, and in 1671, he reverted to his orig. intention, and
wove all these narratives into a History of the Great Rebellion, making
many alterations and omissions. This book was pub. after his death
In 1702-4, when it was ed. his son, the Earl of Rochester and
Dean Aldrich, who made some minor alteration. The orig.
MSS. are in the Bodleian. After his banishment in 1667 Clarendon
wrote the work called The Life of Edward, Earl of Clarendon, being
a continuation of the History of the Grand Rebellion from the Restoration
to his Banishment. This book which was pub. in 1759 contains the
parts of the Life not included in the earlier work together with a
very interesting history of the early years of the reign of Charles
II. For an account of Clarendon's shorter works see Sir C. H.
Firth's article in the D.N.B. The first ed. to print The History from
the orig. MSS. was that of B. Bandinel (1826). Edd. of both the
-History and the Life from the MSS. were pub. at Oxford in 1843
and 1849. The best modern ed. of the History is that of W. D,
Macray (O.U.P. 1888, 6 vols.). The last ed. of the Life is that of
1859. There are numerous modern edd. of parts of the History,
Among them mention may be made of T. Arnold's ed. of Book
VI (O.U.P.), Characters and Episodes of the Great Rebellion, ed G.
D. Boyle, and War Pictures from Clarendon, ed, R. J. Mackenzie
(both O.U.P.).

There is an important early Life of Clarendon in Wood's
Athenae Oxonienses. The valuable article in the D.N.B. is by Sir G.
H. Firth, who also pub. a lecture on Edward Hyde as Statesman,
Historian and Chancellor of the University (O.U.P. i909). There is a
biography of Clarendon by Sir H. Craik (1911).

GILBERT BURNET (1643-1715)

Although Burnet's great History deals largely with events after
1688 and was not pub. till the next century, several of his other!
works appeared during the period covered by this vol. and may be
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